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Dates to Remember 

Oct. 30 

Fall Parties in 

classrooms 

*Check classroom 

newsletters for times. 

Nov 1 

Daylight Savings Time 

Ends – “Fall Back” 

Move clocks back  

1 hour 

Nov 5 

 

PTO Meeting 

6 pm 

Nov 9 

Adult Technology 
Class begins in 

Compass Reading Lab 
8:35-9:15  

Every Monday 

Nov. 11 

No School 
in observance of 
Veteran’s Day 

 

Nov. 12 

Math & Literacy 
Night at Hines 
5:30-6:30 pm 

 

Nov. 19 

Nov. 20 
 

Grandparent’s Day 
K-1   11/19  8:30-9:30 
2-4  11/20  8:30-9:30 

 

Nov 25-27 

 

Thanksgiving 
Recess 

 

From the Principal … 
We’ve just experienced incredible fall 
colors both on and off campus as the 
trees are saying goodbye to 
summer/fall and preparing for winter. I 
want to thank everyone who attended 
parent/teacher conferences.  It is 
important for our children that we keep 
the communication open between 
home and school. We also want to 
thank the PTO and parents who 
provided dinner for our teachers during 
conferences. It was much appreciated. 
  
As we move into the winter months, 
keeping our kids healthy so they can be 
at school, on time and ready to learn 
should be a top priority. Our 
attendance goal is to have 96% of 
students at school every day. If you 
need assistance, please contact our 
office. 
 
With second quarter well underway, it 
is important to remind students to 
follow the “4 Bees” at school: “Bee 
Respectful”, “Bee Responsible”, “Bee 
Safe” and “Bee Ready to Learn”. We 
want all students to be successful, and 
by following the “4 Bees,” it is a 
guarantee that student engagement 
and rigorous work will be taking place. 
  
Hines and Peoria Public Schools are 
very excited to introduce the new PPS 
App. Scan and the QR Code to 

download it to your phone.  To use the 
QR Code you will need to download a 
QR Scanner from the App Store. 

 
This is the time of year where reflection 
and giving thanks are essential to one’s 
character. I am very grateful for the 
Hines Community and hoping everyone 
has a chance to enjoy time with their 
friends and family.  

 
Compass Learning News 
Some students do not feel the District’s 
headphones are comfortable.  If your 

child would prefer to 
bring his/her own 
earbuds to school, they 
are welcome to do so.  

Earbuds should be sent to school in a 
baggie labeled with your child’s name 
and will be kept at school all year. 
 

Adult Technology Class 
Begins! 
Thank you to all the parents who filled 
out the recent technology survey for 
Hines Primary.  Beginning on Monday, 
November 9, Mrs. Long will be holding 
an Adult Technology Class in the 
Compass Reading Lab every Monday 
from 8:35-9:15 AM.  The focus of the 
workshop will be Microsoft Word. This 
will be a BEGINNER class. If you are 
interested in learning more about 
keyboarding, clip art, cutting/pasting, 

putting together a document, creating 

The Hive  
A monthly newsletter for the Hines Community 

 

 
Mr. Matt Durr, Principal 

Mrs. Lisa Hooker, 
Asst. Principal 

Mrs. Audrey Martin, Sec’y 
Mrs. Theresa Koehler, Sec’y 

 
School phone:  672.6525 
School fax:      672.6526 

School address: 
4603 N. Knoxville, Peoria, IL 

Reminder:  Please don’t ask your 

child to verbally communicate changes 
in dismissal transportation to their 
teacher.  You MUST send a note.  Also, 
we are asking you to communicate 
these arrangements with other family 
members. 
*Changes in transportation will not be 
honored after 2 pm. 
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files, making signs, etc., please join us!  
By learning more about this commonly 
used program, you will be able to help 
your child.  Mark your calendars for 
Monday, November 9

th
! 

 
Hines Primary would like to 
congratulate second grader Ella Wade 
for being cast in the Community 
Children's Theater production of Annie 

Jr.  Performances 
will be held on 
December 10

th
 & 

11
th

 at 7 pm, 
December 12

th
 at 1:30 and 7 pm, and 

December 13
th

 at 1:30 pm.  Tickets go 
on sale to the public November 16

th
 at 

Noble Center (next to Lakeview Library) 
and on www.artspartners.net.  Tickets 
are $15 for adults and $9 for 
students/seniors.  Break a leg, Ella! 

 
Dismissal Requests  
Parents, we need your help. Dismissal is 
an incredibly busy and potentially 
dangerous time for us here at Hines.  
We need everyone’s cooperation to get 
over 500 kids to their parents, families, 
cars, and buses safely. 
 

Those of you who meet your kids in 

front of the school are doing an 

excellent job of being 

there and ready for 

them on time.  Many of 

you are then enjoying 

staying and visiting with other families 

while your kids run and play.  

 

We would like to request, however, 

that you take them to the back 

playground to do so.  We are having 

some trouble knowing which kids are 

with parents and which are not in the 

grassy areas in front of the school. The 

natural noise made by kids at play also 

makes it difficult for our car riders to 

hear their names. This simple change in 

location will greatly assist us with a safe 

and hassle free dismissal. Thanks for 

your help in this matter. 

 
Kindergarten 
Thank you to all the families who 
attended conferences.  If you did not 
meet with your child’s teacher, please 
call the school at 672-6525 to schedule 
a meeting. 
  
On November 6

th
 the Kindergarten 

classes will be visiting the Hult Center 
for Healthy Living.  All students must 
return the signed permission slip in 
order to attend this field trip. 
  
All 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
introduced.  Students are expected to 
know the names and sounds of each 
letter.  Students are also 
working hard to learn the 
kindergarten sight words.  
Please practice these at 
home with your student.  
Contact your child’s teacher if you need 
a list of words.  Students are expected 
to know at least 40 sight words by the 
end of the school year. 
 As the weather gets colder, please 
make sure your child is dressed for the 
weather.  Please make sure your child 
has a hat, mittens/gloves and snow 
boots.  Please be sure to label all of 

your child’s clothing.  
 

First Grade 
First graders are busy with many 
autumn themed activities. We are 
excited about the cooler weather and 
remind our families to send a jacket to 
school because we go outdoors every 
day.  November will bring units like 
Animals in Science, Thanksgiving in 
Social Studies, Addition and Subtraction 
in Math, and long vowels in Reading. 
We are looking forward to writing 
about Veteran's Day and learning more 
about Veterans in our own community.  
 

We have many students who do not 
know how to tie their 
shoes. This may not 
seem like an 
important skill, but 

when teachers have to tie 20 pairs of 
shoes, it becomes very important. 
Please have your child practice shoe 
tying.  
 
We all enjoyed our visit from Firefighter 
Anderson last month. He suggested 
that all students know their own 
address and phone numbers in case of 
an emergency. Please review these 
with your child. It may save a life 
someday.  
 
We continue to follow 
the 4 Bees in our 
classrooms. Students are 
rewarded with extra 
activities, Bee Bucks, treats, and a 
monthly Big Bee Celebration. Students 
are also working on an Attendance 
Challenge in their classroom. They all 
know how important it is to come to 
school each day and to be on time. 
They are very excited when they see 
the weekly percentages posted outside 
their classroom doors.  
 
Please continue to read at least 20 
minutes per night. Students also need 
to know the 1st grade list of sight 
words. They should recognize at least 
45 of these words. Students should also 
practice composing and decomposing 
numbers to 10. They are very excited 
about their Number Bond Dashes.  
 
Don't forget to check your child's folder 
each night for homework and 
important notes.  A Friday Folder is also 
sent home each week with work that 
they have completed during the week.   
Thank you to all the families that 
attended Parent/Teacher Conferences 
last week. We enjoyed getting to know 
our students and their families. 

 
Second Grade 

The first quarter of school has flown by! 
We are continuing to explore new 

http://www.artspartners.net/
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things in 2
nd

 grade and challenging 
ourselves to become better thinkers. 
Please encourage your student to keep 
up the hard work. In Language Arts this 
month, students will explore new 
genres such as fables, folktales, fantasy 
and fairy tales. Check in with your child 
to hear about the new stories they are 
discussing in class. Every night, 
students should be building their 
fluency and comprehension by reading 
at least 30 minutes. Reinforce their 
learning by checking out books from 
the public library that match the genre 
we are studying that week.   
 
Math lessons continue to challenge our 
students’ understanding of place value. 
Can your child skip-count forward and 

backwards by ones, tens 
and hundreds? Can they 
compare three-digit 
numbers and determine 
which is greater and 

which is less? Can your child tell you 
the value of each digit in a three-digit 
number such as 874? Take time to sit 
and review the math homework 
each night as it reflects what is being 
taught and practiced in class. Don’t 
forget to ask them to explain their 
thinking when they give an answer so 
you know they truly understand. 
 

Third Grade 
It was great to see all of the parents 
that came out to celebrate their child’s 
successes during the first quarter of the 
year.  We will be continuing to work on 
reading nonfiction and identifying text 
features in Expository Text.  In Math we 
will work on telling time on an analog 
clock (a clock with a face and numbers 
1-12) to the minute and decomposing 
liters and kilograms.  
Telling time on an 
analog clock is hard for 
students these days 
with all of the smart phones and 
watches giving the time digitally.   This 
is a life skill that needs to be mastered 
since you still find analog clocks in all 
businesses.   
 

We will still be working on passing our 
multiplication math facts.  Students 
should drill themselves or work with a 
partner each night to help them master 
facts for 1-5.  
 
Recently, we held another Bee 
Celebration.  If your child is not making 
it to the Bee Celebration each month, 
please have a talk with them about 
how their behavior affects the whole 
class and may prevent them from 
learning.  Our expectation is for all 
students to follow the 4 Bees.  Thanks 
for your support! 
 

Fourth Grade 
The 4th grade team would like to thank 
all of the parents who took time out of 
their busy schedules to attend their 
child's parent/teacher conference. We 
had a great turn out and really enjoyed 
connecting with all of you.  
 
We have a field trip to the Hult Center 
for Healthy Living on November 23.  
The program will be 90 minutes long. 

We encourage you to discuss the 
program with your child, ask what 
he/she has learned, and reinforce 
healthy behaviors at home and at 
school. 
 
Peoria County Ag in the Classroom 
came to our classrooms in October and 
discussed the acidity of tomatoes 
versus other common juices. In 
November/December, they will be 
presenting a unit on trees. Students will 
learn how much we depend on trees 
for so many products in our lives. In this 
lesson the students will learn about 
tree farms, the products we get from 
trees, the way they are grown, and how 
they are harvested. They will also take 
a look at native Illinois trees and learn 
how to identify those trees.  
 
In Reading during November, our 
genres will be realistic fiction and 

expository texts. We will be working on 
prefixes, context clues and using 
synonyms. In Language, we will also be 
focusing on the use of pronouns 
and capitalization: titles, street names, 
cities, and states.  
 
In Math class, we will be focusing on 
unit conversions and problem solving 
with metric measurement. Students 
will be solving problems involving 
measurement and conversion of 
measurements from a larger unit to a 
smaller unit.   Happy Thanksgiving! 

 
Music Notes            Mrs. Peryam  

Save Thursday, December 
10 for our Winter 
Program at Woodruff! 
 

October has been an interesting month 
in music.  We have studied the music of 
Alan Hovhaness, composer.  Ask your 
children about his interesting and odd 
music.  I will give your child a Bee Buck 
when they tell me they had a family 
discussion about Hovhaness. 
 
We are exploring the drums in third 
grade, learning note names in third and 
fourth grades, and having a great 
learning time making music with our 
array of instruments in the other 
grades. Students are learning how to 
stand when we sing and how to be 
attentive listeners when we hear a 
musical performance.  
 
Grades K, 1, and 2 will be performing 
at the Santa Breakfast, Saturday, 
December 12, two days after our 
concert.  
 
Stay “tuned” for more MUSIC NOTES 
next month! 
 

Composer Report  
Student Reviewer, London Smith, Gr 4 

The whole school is studying a 
composer every month this school 
year.  Alan Hovhaness was 
born in Massachusetts in 
1911 and died in 2000 in 
Seattle, Washington.  Mrs. 
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Peryam was alive when he died.  During 
the 1930s and 1940s he destroyed over 
1,000 pieces of his music, because 
someone had criticized him.  He went 
to Asia to study music there.  
Hovhaness wrote 60 symphonies, 9 
operas, 100 chamber orchestra pieces, 
and 23 concertos. Some of his music 
had religious themes.   There are 
archives of some of his original music in 
Harvard and the Library of Congress.   
 
Bilingual Education                                                       

Mrs. Del Pozo 
I'm very proud of my fourth grade ESL 
students. They have completed an 
intense research project that required 
them to investigate cultural aspects of 
a country of choice. They took notes 
from various websites, wrote a rough 
draft, and then published a finalized 

typed version. In the end, they were 
proud to share their 5 paragraph essay 
and even began a writing portfolio. The 
love for writing certainly doesn't come 
naturally! However, when these 
students took ownership over their 
work, they found that they could 
accomplish a task that will certainly 
prepare them for middle school. GREAT 
JOB to Antonio Ocegueda, Emiliano 
Rodriguez, Angel Ocegueda, Michael 
Montejano and Angel Quintero! 
 

P.E. Update       Mrs. Dunn-Cargill 
We have been very busy in PE this 
month!   All grades have been working 
on throwing, catching, kicking a ball 
and running skills.  I incorporate games 
that focus on specific skills and are also 
fun for the children.  We will play Clean 
Up That Yard and Capture the Turkey 
Eggs this month, both of which focus on 
team work, running, and throwing. 
 
We still need to stress to our students 
the importance of having tennis shoes 
to wear in PE class.  It really is for the 
safety of our students, and also helps 
take care of our school’s gym floor.  If 
students are not wearing gym shoes, 

the student’s grade will go down.  
Thank you for your help in this matter. 
 
In Fourth grade Health Class we are 
studying the Human Body Systems. We 
studied the bones and will continue 
through the other body systems.  
 Students are graded on their work, 
participation, following directions and 
quizzes. 

 
Teachers Thank the PTO                 
The teachers want to thank the many 
parents who supplied food for the 
Parent Teacher Conferences.  Alex 
McHardy and Teddi McCaw made the 
chili, and about 20 other families 
supplied drinks, chips, desserts, paper 
goods, veggies and dips.  You were all 
very kind to meet the needs of the 
teachers.  THANK YOU! 
 

 
Project Care Committee 
 Hines teachers work hard to create fun 
and engaging lesson plans that teach 
students behavioral expectations and 
help them grow socially and 
emotionally. Their hard work is 
showing! Many students are earning 
Bee Bucks and have attended the 
monthly Bee Celebrations for good 
behavior. Teachers pass out Bee Bucks 
to reward and reinforce good behavior 
that is respectful, responsible, ready to 
learn and safe. Hines students save 
their bee bucks to spend at the Bee 
Store for fun items such as pens, 
notebooks and zipper pouches. 

Students who have 
earn A or B conduct 
for 80% of the 
month are invited to 
the Bee Celebration 
where there may be 

games, music, movies and snacks. Ask 
your student what prizes they have 
purchased from the school Bee Store 
and what they enjoyed at last month’s 
Bee Celebration. Continue to 
encourage your student to follow the 
four “Be’s” at school! 
 

 

News from the Art Room 
Mrs. Montgomery 

Autumn is here!  In Art classes we have 
been learning about the elements of 
art-line, texture, form, shape, space, 
color, and value in all grades.  We have 
been very busy creating fall projects. 
 The students have made owl families, 
painted trees resembling fall, and 
created colorful scarecrows and jack-o’-
lanterns to help celebrate 
the season. Hopefully 
everyone had a chance to 
enjoy some of your child's 
art displays during parent-
teacher conferences.  
Watch for some of your child's pieces 
of art work to come home in the next 
few weeks. 
 
In November, we will continue with 
creating artistic projects that celebrate 
Thanksgiving and autumn festivities. 
Thank you to all who have donated 
bottle caps, paper towels and toilet 
paper rolls.  You may continue to send 
items and I will let you know if anything 
else is needed! Enjoy the beautiful signs 
of the season!!  
 

 

 

 
 

Stay Safe and Have fun! 
From the Hines Primary Staff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



         . . . . . . . . 5                                                       

  
 
 
 

 
Ask "Who's your mama? 
Your fridge and pantry are full of props for playing "Who's your mama?" Take turns choosing food items and asking where they 
come from. Apples come from trees. Milk comes from cows. Carrots grow in the ground. If it's got a simple family tree, it's real 
food. But if you choose something that uses ingredients like dextrose, gelatin, calcium carbonate, Blue 1 and Red 40, then the 
answer is "factory." (parenting.com) Please choose your foods and snacks wisely!! 
 
 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

4 BEES 
 

Be Respectful 
 

Be Responsible 
 

 
 

Be Safe 
 

Be Ready to Learn 

‘Tis the season for unhealthy habits and overeating. Here is a fun game 
to help your children recognize healthy foods and encourage lifelong 
healthy habits. 
 

A Note from Mrs. Hooker:   

Help Your Child Succeed in School – Build the Habit of Good Attendance. 

 Early School success goes hand in hand with good attendance! 

 

DID YOU KNOW? • Starting in kindergarten, too many absences can cause children to fall behind in 
school. • Missing 10 percent (or about 18 days) can make it harder to learn to read. • Students can 
still fall behind if they miss just a day or two days every few weeks. • Being late to school may lead to 
poor attendance. • Absences can affect the whole classroom if the teacher has to slow down learning 
to help children catch up. Attending school regularly helps children feel better about school—and 
themselves. Start building this habit in preschool so they learn right away that going to school on 
time, every day is important. Good attendance will help your children do well in school, college, and 
at work. 
 
WHAT YOU CAN DO • Set a regular bed time and morning routine. • Lay out clothes and pack backpacks 
the night before. • Don’t let your child stay home unless she is truly sick. Keep in mind complaints of a 
stomach ache or headache can be a sign of anxiety and not a reason to stay home. • If your child seems 
anxious about going to school, talk to teachers, school counselors, or other parents for advice on how to 
make her feel comfortable and excited about learning. • Develop back-up plans for getting to school if 
something comes up. Call on a family member, a neighbor, or another parent. • Avoid medical 
appointments and extended trips when school is in session.  

Source:  http://www.attendanceworks.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2010/06/Attendance_1PG_0911_FINAL.pdf 

 
Student Council Update 

                     Miss O’Donnell & Ms. Arick 
 

Student council will be ringing the bells for Salvation Army again this year. We are 
happy to have this opportunity to help them. Student council will be at the Kroger 
on Lake and Sheridan from 4:30-8:00 P.M. on Friday, November 13. Please come 
out and show your support. Notes will be sent home for student council to sign up 
and participate.  
 
Thank you to our student council members and families for supporting Illinois 
Valley Fuller Center by selling coupon books at Bergner's. They also were helpful at 
Hines PTO Night at Noodles & Company. 
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Dismissal Do’s and Don’ts 

Please DO: 

 Read and adhere to the arrival and dismissal information in the Hines Primary Parent Handbook. 

 Send in a dismissal note if your child will be picked up early, staying after school, riding a different bus, or 

otherwise deviating from his or her normal dismissal routine.  

 Call the main office as early as possible if a last minute change means a change in dismissal 

arrangements.   2 pm is the cut-off time for dismissal changes. 

 Communicate dismissal changes with other family members so everyone is on the same page.   

 In our parking lot, wait for your child to be brought to your car or walked to you (if you park and walk up 

to school to get your child).  Do not walk part of the way and motion for them to walk toward you or 

motion to them from the car.  Children are not allowed to leave the sidewalk unless they are with a 

teacher or parent.  We want everyone to be safe in our busy parking lot. 

Please DON'T: 

 Ask your child to communicate changes in attendance, arrival, or dismissal verbally.  Be sure to send a 

note to your child’s teacher with specific changes in dismissal transportation. 

 Come to the room to pick-up your child.  If your child is being released early, you must check in with our 

office and sign your child out.  The office will call for your child and he/she will be sent to meet you in the 

office. 

 Call or email the office directly with dismissal changes.  Because they are busy teaching, teachers may not 

see the message until after school dismisses.  Call the school office before 2 pm. 

We sincerely thank you for your cooperation as we work to keep our students safe! 

 

 

Keeping 

Hines kids  

Safe! 

 


